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[The following article has a history. It was written for the 
Independent, after Mr. Johnson had been repeatedly asked to 
contribute to its columns, and after he had been assured by the 
Managing Editor that such an article would be gladly received. 
It was unconditionally accepted by the Managing Editor, and kept 
in the office over a week, when it was returned with the statement 
that the proprietor of that paper—^who it appears employs not a 
Managing but a Managed Editor—had peremptorily forbidden its 
publication in the Independent. Although Mr. Greeley was for 
many years an honored correspondent of the Independent, since 
his nomination to the Presidency it has teemed with misrepresenta¬ 
tion and abuse of his motives, opinions, and character, unworthy 
even the lowest partisan sheet; and this, too, notwithstanding its 
religious pretensions. That Mr. Bowen should break the prom¬ 
ise of his own Editor in order that his readers should not see this 
candid and judicious defense of the distinguished man he has 
abused, by a gentleman who was a faithful Managing Editor 
of his paper for nearly five years, and an intimate personal ac¬ 
quaintance of Mr. Greeley for more than a quarter of a century, 
indicates an amount of unfairness and a spirit of partisanship 
which are a disgrace to American journalism. It is proper 
to suggest that while Mr. Garrison, who has written of Mr. 
Greeley in a very dogmatic and intemperate manner, scarcely 
knows bim at all, Mr. Johnson’s intimate acquaintance with 
Mr. Greeley, extending over more than a quarter of a century, 
entitles his statements to careful consideration and gives them 
peculia weight.—En. The Golden Age. 



SOEACE aEEELEY FOE PEESIDENT. 


The Presidential contest waxes hot, and even the 
coolest minds are in danger of being warped in the 
flame of party passion that glows on every side in the 
discussion of political questions. Human nature being 
what it is, and the personal and party interests involv¬ 
ed in the election being what they are, it would proba¬ 
bly be a mere waste of time to lament this fierce heat; 
and yet may we not indulge the hope that a time will 
come when, in a great nation like ours, political ques¬ 
tions wiU be discussed with a candor and coolness condu¬ 
cive to right conclusions ? Has neither our civilization 
nor our Christianity power sufficient to work out this 
much needed reform ? Leaving this question to be 
pondered by all whom it may concern, I desire to pre¬ 
sent, without passion or exaggeration, some thoughts 
respecting the pending Presidential election. 

I speak as an abolitionist, as one who took an earnest 
though humble part in the movement for immediate 
and unconditional emancipation inaugurated by Garri¬ 
son. "With that devoted and clear-sighted champion of 
human rights I have never until now found myself at 
serious disagreement. I was with him in the organiza¬ 
tion of the first Anti-Slavery Society in 1832, with him 
aU through the great conflict of which he was the hon¬ 
ored leader, and with him finally when, the slaves hav¬ 
ing been emancipated, he retired from the work of 
anti-slavery agitation, to devote himself to the “ new du¬ 
ties taught by the new occasion. ” In the present cri¬ 
sis he is heart and soul for the reeleotion of Grant, 
while I am with equal earnestness in favor of Greeley. 
Having read all that he has written upon the subject, 
and much that has been written by other eminent men, 
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my conviction remains clear, that the election of Mr. 
Greeley would promote the best iaterests of the coun¬ 
try and the welfare of the whole people. I have been 
intimately acquainted with him for almost thirty years, 
and, during no inconsiderable portion of that time, pro¬ 
fessionally associated with him, with every opportunity 
to observe his course, form an estimate of the govern¬ 
ing principles of his life, and study all his peculi¬ 
arities of temperament and character; and I do not 
hesitate to say that I shall vote for him in the full con¬ 
viction that, if elected, he will be true to his record as a 
Eepublican, and so administer the Goveriunent as 
thereby to honor his country and himself. 

It is alleged that Mr. Greeley is a wavering, unstable 
man, shitting from side to side in political affairs, and 
unable to hold a steady course in the conflicting cur¬ 
rents of political opinion. I have read or heard this 
allegation a hundred times, but always with fresh aston¬ 
ishment. How any one at all acquainted with his life 
can honestly bring against him such a charge is to me 
a mystery. If the charge were that he is doggedly 
persistent in everything that he undertakes, never re¬ 
linquishing a principle once avowed, nor ceasing to 
press a favorite measure even though at the hazard of 
his own personal and party interests, I should feel no 
surprise, for in this there would be more than a sem¬ 
blance of truth. This charge of instability is never ac¬ 
companied by specifications. How could it be ? On 
the other side specifications may be multiplied. Mr. ^ 
Greeley, for instance, has been a Protectionist from 
boyhood. Has he not been so persistent in advocating 
a Tariff as to provoke the hostility of many c f his party 
friends, and incur the charge of pig-headedness ? When 
did he ever show any sign of wavering upon that ques¬ 
tion ? It is alleged, but most unfairly, that his accept¬ 
ance of the Cincinnati platform is a waiver, for the 
sake of office, of his lifelong views upon this subject. 



If there is a waiver, it was made long before he accepted 
the Cincinnati nomination. Was he not one of the 
founders of the Bepublican party ? And did he ever in¬ 
sist that that party should commit itself to his doctrine 
of Protection ? Did he not, in his devotion to the prin¬ 
ciples and objects of that party, welcome Pree Traders to 
its ranks and frequently support them for office ? His 
attitude in respect to the Tariff is unchanged, save that 
whereas the Eepublican party often paltered with that 
question in a d.ouble sense, using language meant to 
bear different interpretations in different localities, the 
Liberal Eepublicans frankly and honestly confess their 
inability to agree upon the subject, consenting that it 
aball not be made a party question, but for the sake of 
a desired union in matters of more pressing importance, 
shall abide the chances of opinion in the Congres¬ 
sional Districts. Practically this is just what the Re¬ 
publican party has been compelled to do from the be¬ 
ginning ; and if Mr. Greeley is a sinner in this respect, 
his sin began from the hour that he entered that party, 
and is in no sense aggravated now. But I may be told 
that he is false to his Tariff views in pledging himself 
beforehand not to veto a Free-Trade Revenue bill if 
Congress should pass one. Not so ; the pledge is con¬ 
sistent with the view of the Veto Power which he has 
always held and often expressed, viz : that that power 
should never be exercised by a President merely because 
a measure passed by Congress is in conflict with his opin- 
, ions, but only when, in his solemn judgment, it is in 
V conflict with the Constitution, or when the legislative 
^ body, for party purposes, has disregarded and defied 
the express will of the People. As President he will be 
at perfect liberty to urge his Tariff views upon Con¬ 
gress ; but if that body is found to differ from him, he 
will be bound, not merely by what he says in his letter 
of acceptance, but equally so by the views of his whole 
life, not to defeat the will of the People by the “ One 





Man Power” in the form of a veto. Snrely, there is no 
instability here. 

Ml. Greeley, remembering his own struggles with 
poverty in early life, was from the outset of his public 
career a true and wise friend of workingmen, seeking 
ever to inspire them with a sense of the dignity of their 
calling, and to lead them through industry, virtue, and 
thrift, to independence. When has he ever wavered 
in this good cause ? Has he not been willing even to 
incur the misrepresentations and scoffs of unthinking 
men while testing systems and arrangements designed 
to make the sons of toil wiser, happier, and more pros¬ 
perous ? What if some of his experiments have seemed 
to fail ? Do good and even wise men always succeed 
in thek undertakings ? Again, Mr. Greeley has been 
a life-long teetotaller, fighting the rum fiend under 
every disguise. When did he ever waver in this good 
cause, even in the interest of his political party ? Are 
not cunning partisans of the Administration even now 
seeking to alienate from him the votes of our German 
citizens on account of bis well-known opposition to 
their drinking habits ? Has he ever shown any want 
of stability in his warfare against the gallows ? Has he 
wavered in his opposition to loose views of family obli¬ 
gations and of divorce ? Has he not always been a 
steady opponent of gambling, horse-racing, prize-fight¬ 
ing, and kindred allurements, by which so many young 
men are yearly ruined ? Did he not urge reform in the 
Congressional mileage system until even his party as¬ 
sociates lost patience ? And in the great struggle to 
arrest the extension of slavery, to resist the repeal of 
the anti-slavery provision of the Missouri compromise, 
to save the virgin soil of Kansas from the blight and 
curse of human bondage, was he not alike faithful and 
persistent ? Did he not execrate and denounce the in¬ 
famous fugitive slave law, forced upon the country by 
the treachery of Webster and the cunning blandish- 
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menfs of his own political idol, Henry Clay ? Where in 
aU this was there a sign of wavering or instability ? 
Did he not steadily resist the attempt made in the 
’ Peace Congress of 1861, by some of our most eminent 
men, to settle the difficulties between the North and 
South by consigning a large portion of the territory of 
the United States forever to the curse of slavery ? In all 
this was there any lack of courage or firmness ? Let 
prejudice be silent while truth answers the ques¬ 
tion. 

But I am reminded that Mr. Greeley, when there 
seemed to him a possibility of averting a bloody civil 
war, declared himself willing that the Gulf States, upon 
a fair and honest vote of their people, to be taken un¬ 
der proper guarantees, should try the experiment of 
living outside of the Union. Yes, but his object in 
this was to leave the south utterly without excuse for 
making war ; to strengthen the hands of the Union 
party in the slave states ; to save, if possible, a vast ef¬ 
fusion of blood, which might possibly result in fasten¬ 
ing the chains more securely upon the slaves ; while 
his belief was that no such vote could possibly be ob¬ 
tained in those states, and, if it could be, that they 
would speedily find themselves compelled to return to 
the Union. Admit that this was an error of judgment; 
how many, even of our wisest men, did not, in those dark 
and bewildering days, do or say something that proved 
their fallibility ? 

I am reminded also that Mr. Greeley, in his great 
^ anxiety lest the war might ultimately prove a failure, 
was always ready to make peace. I confess the fact; 
^ but he never proposed a dishonorable peace, nor one 
that involved a greater expenditure of treasure than 
was sure to be incurred by continued war. For my 
part, I share Mr. Greeley’s hatred and dread of human 
butchery; and if the North, at any time before the close 
of the war, could have secured peace with emancipa- 
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tion at a heavy cost, she would, in my judgment, 
have done well. At any rate it seems vin<ictive to re¬ 
vive this history now, and to pervert and distort it to 
Mr. Greeley’s prejudice; for, whatever mistakes he 
may have made, his motives were beyond reproach. 
The record of some of those who are now assEiiling him 
on this account would hardly bear the scrutiny to which 
his own has been subjected. 

But the most serious charge brought against Mr. 
Greeley, is that he has made a corrupt and disgraceful 
bargain with the Democratic party, and consented, if 
that party will elect him President, to aid it in carrying 
out designs incompatible with Eepublican principles 
and the welfare of the country. Where, save in the 
evil imagination of the authors of this charge, is the 
evidence of such a bargain ? The accusation is pre¬ 
posterous, at war with probability, and contrary to the 
whole current of Mr. Greeley’s public and private life. 
He is as incapable of such a bargain, express or im¬ 
plied, as he would be to commit a burglary, or murder 
his own wife and children. No office is high enough 
even to tempt him to commit such a crime against the 
country or bring such disgrace upon himself; and those 
W'ho thus accuse him are either ignorant of his charac¬ 
ter or blinded by party passion and hate. His posi¬ 
tion, it seems to me, neither requires nor suggests such 
an accusation. If a man was ever struck by lightning 
without any agency of his own, Mr. Greeley’s nomina¬ 
tion for the Presidency fell upon him unsolicited. I 
have the best of reasons for believing, and, from my 
intimate acquaintance with his principles and habits, I 
do moot assuredly believe, there is not a single human 
being who can truthfully say that he solicited his sup¬ 
port either at Cincinnati or Baltimore, or at any time 
before or since. He is under no secret pledges either at" 
the North or the South, and has incurred no obligations 
at war with patriotism or sound morals. He is the can- 
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didate, primarily, of Eepublicans, and of men -whose 
services in the Bepublican cause entitle them to the 
confidence of the country. The platform upon -which he 
was nominated is a Republican platform in the highest 
and best sense of the word, and in no respect inferior, 
to say the least, to that adopted by the Grant Conven¬ 
tion at Philadelphia. It recognizes “the equality of 
all men before the law, and the duty of government, in 
its dealings with the people, to mete out equal and ex¬ 
act justice to aU, of whatever nativity, race, color, or 
persuasion, religious or political.” It pledges those 
who have adopted it to “maintain emancipation and 
enfranchisement, and to oppose any re-opening of the 
questions settled by the Thirteenth, Pourteenth,and Fif¬ 
teenth Amendments to the Constitution. ” Could any 
language be more comprehensive or explicit than this ? 
Does Mr. Greeley dishonor his professions as a Repub¬ 
lican in consenting to run for the Presidency upon such 
a platform ? 

Ah, but the Democratic party has nominated him, 
and the Democratic party is a bad party, whose sins 
should never have forgiveness, either in this world or 
the next. But has not the Republican party always 
been glad to draw recruits from the Democratic party ? 
"Whence came Grant, and Butler, and Morton, and For¬ 
ney, and Logan, and hundreds of others ? And when, 
pray, did the Republican party close its doors against 
Democratic recruits, either at the north or the south ? 
Is it not even now -willing to pay a bounty on such re¬ 
cruits, and hoping it may find enough of them to de¬ 
feat Mr. Greeley ? Would there not be great rejoicing 
among the friends of Gen. Grant in any city or town in 
which the Democrats should meet in a body and come 
over to their side ? Would Gen. Grant become there¬ 
by any the less a Republican, or the Philadelphia plat¬ 
form iDe thereby turned into a mockery ? I trow not. 
Now, if Democrats may consistently and honorably go 
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as individuals or in squads to the Bepublican party, 
and cast their votes for Gen. Grant, where is the in¬ 
consistency and where the dishonor when the great 
body of the Democratic party, “ forgetting the things 
that are behind,” even its own sins against Liberty 
and Justice, marches by a spontaneous movement, with 
majestic tread, upon a Bepublican platform, and, as an 
earnest of its sincerity in so doing, nominates as its 
candidate for President one of the veteran founders of 
the Bepublican party, whose zeal for Bepublican prin¬ 
ciples and measures has known no abatement, and who 
has not taken back a word that he overwrote against the 
Democratic party in the days when it supported slav- 
ery ? 

I do not hesitate to say that the Democratic party, in 
taking this course, presented the sublimest spectacle 
ever witnessed in American politics—the spectacle of a 
great party conquering itself, setting aside its old 
leaders and taking a “ new departure ” in the name 
and in the interest of Justice and Freedom. I do not 
wonder that hard-headed old men in the Baltimore 
Convention wept over this spectacle like children, and 
rejoiced with joy unspeakable, when at last they saw 
their party lifted from the slough into which it had 
been cast by reckless and unprincipled leaders, and 
placed on the firm foundations laid at Cincinnati. Let 
those who think that men are by nature children of 
the Devil, and incapable of a noble action, scoflfif they 
will, and try to persuade themselves that the revolu¬ 
tion thus proclaimed had no better impulse than a 
thirst for office, a mean ambition for power and 
pelf. I am glad to think better of human nature, and 
to believe that the pledges made at Baltimore were 
made to be kept. It is my firm belief that, if it 
were possible for Horace Greeley in the Presi¬ 
dential chair to dishonor his record as a Bepub¬ 
lican, the first men to be ashamed of him, and to 
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rebuke and repudiate him, would be his new allies in 
the Democratic party. Why, when we have seen the 
Republican party slowly and painfully, and in spite of 
itself, developed from a party formed merely to resist 
the extension of slavery into a party of emancipation 
and equal enfranchisement, shoiild we be so incredu¬ 
lous as to the fact, that at last the Democratic party, so 
long misguided, has advanced to the same high ground? 
It is in the nature of things, and according to the law 
of human progress, that this event should sooner or 
later come to pass ; and for my part I rejoice that I 
have lived to witness it. This is one of the revolutions 
that will never go backward. Henceforth, in this coun¬ 
try, the rights of men, irrespective of race or color, are 
to be admitted and defended by all parties, and oppor¬ 
tunity is to be afforded for the discussion and settle¬ 
ment of other questions that have waited long for a 
solution. Those who fear that if Mr. Greeley is 
elected the country will fall back, through the influ¬ 
ence of his Democratic supporters, into the slough 
from which it has so fortunately been delivered, do not 
understand the times in which they live. They re¬ 
mind me of the sailor who, having fallen from mast¬ 
head, convulsively seized and held on to the taffrail for 
fear that he should fall back ! Let us not indulge such 
Hi-grounded and irrational fears. 

Ever since the abolition of slavery I have voted with 
the Republican partj', and I gladly give it credit for all 
that it has done in the cause of impartial freedom. 
Some of the charges brought against it are no doubt 
unjust, while others are exaggerated ; but, having been 
in power for twelve years, it has become the victim of 
“Rings” that are using it for their own selfish purpo¬ 
ses, and in my judgment the time has come for a 
change. The corruptions that crept into the Demo¬ 
cratic party were the result in part of its long continu¬ 
ance in power, and the Republican party, I believe, is 
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rapidljr deteriorating from the same cause. The election 
of Mr. Greeley as a one-term President will be almost 
certain to arrest the tendencies to corruption, and put 
the Government on a better and surer footing. The 
time is auspicious for a reconstruction of parties under 
new leaders, and for burjing the feuds and strifes of 
the past. I confidently expect that Mr. Greeley will 
be elected ; and while I do not suppose the event will 
usher in a political millennium, I am sure that his ad¬ 
ministration, under the guidance of a great brain and 
a heart inspired by the noblest and purest aims, wiU be 
a vast improvement on that which it will displace. 



